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Join the Club 
By Sam Chapman, Cael Goldberg, and Denman Blanchard 

 
   

 

 

 

 
 

Highland Park has seven clubs. There are three on Tuesday and four on 
Thursday. These clubs are newspaper, chess, karate, running, Minecraft, tennis, and art.  

Chess club is where people who enjoy playing chess or are learning how to 
play chess get to learn and play for about an hour. Sometimes there are chess 
tournaments and people can decide to play in these tournaments. Recently, our chess 
team got third place in one of the tournaments. This club is run by Ms. Purcell with 
the help of Ms. Allendale and Mr. V.  

Newspaper club is a club where we write articles (like this one) and produce 
the newspaper that we all read. Newspaper club members keep up with what is 
happening at Highland Park and write about it to inform everyone. This club is run 
by Ms. King.  

Karate club is another one of the clubs at Highland Park. In this club, they 
learn karate moves without contact. This club is run by Mr. Prim who is a black belt 
in American Free Style Karate and has studied for four years.   

Tennis club is a club where kids who like tennis or want to learn how to play 
can learn about the sport. They meet in the cafeteria, then go up to the tennis courts 
up on the hill. This club is run by Mrs. Bendele and Mr. Emery.  

Running club is where kids run around the park for about one hour. This club 
is for people that enjoy running or athletes. This club is run by Mrs. Kenney and Mrs. 
Suess.   

Minecraft club is our new club. In this club people do challenges and play 
Minecraft with friends. Also, you learn how to code! This club is run by Mrs. McGraw.  

Art club is a club for people that really like art. They do extra art projects after 
school. This club is obviously run by Mr. Prim, our art teacher.  

We have many fun clubs at Highland Park! Although they are ending soon, 
start thinking about what you may want to join next year! 

      

   

     

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask AnnaBeth 
By AnnaBeth Padgett 

Dear AnnaBeth: Me and one of my best friends have been 
kind of angry at one another and I want to know if you can 
help me. -Sad BFF 

Dear Sad BFF: I think you should say I’m sorry. Losing a best 
friend would be horrible. Try to work it out. If they are not 
wanting to talk to you, let them sit and calm down. I 
recommend letting them be for a little while and seeing how 
it works out in the long run. If it’s always been like that, 
maybe try and see if you can make any other friends to help 
you out. 

Dear AnnaBeth: We have one best friend, but she seems to be 
drifting away from us. We are starting to feel lonely. What 
should we do? -Upset BFFs 

Dear Upset BFFs: Talk to her about your feelings, then listen 
to hers. Tell her how much you miss her. Maybe make other 
friends too; maybe the fact that you’re drifting apart is a 
sign.   

 
 

 
College Poll: Hokies vs. 

Cavaliers  
By Bea Livingston and AnnaBeth Padgett  

 

 

 
 

In Roanoke we are close to two big colleges, Virginia Tech and 
University of Virginia. They have a big rivalry so we asked students 

to vote for the school or team they like the best.  

Virginia Tech won by a landslide!  

 

 

 

The student spotlight is a chance to get your name in the newspaper. This month it is all about being hard working. 
Your teachers were asked to choose one kid from each class that represents this trait. Be on your best behavior and 
showcase your talents so maybe your teachers will pick you for next issue’s trait: someone that is athletic. 

Hawks nominated for being hard working: Cooper Purcell, Rizaria Calloway, Nakiyah, Hinds, Joana Garland, Aven Jones, 
Emmet Martin, Naomi White, Junior Johnson, Malkolm Howell, Anivel Ayala, Maghferat Neyazi, Hailie Sosa, Annelise White, 
Kathryn Jones, Sam Chapman, Tapanga Colon, Amori Muse, and Rosemary Hughes.  

Student Spotlight 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Mrs. McGraw 
By Berkley Taylor, Tilly Binks, and Diana Dietz  

    
 

 

 

 
 

Meet Mr. D 
By Tucker Kootsey, Evelyn Strup, and Viana Garland  

 

 

Q. How many years have you 
taught at Highland? 

A. I have taught here for six 
years.  

  Q. Have you taught 
anywhere else besides 
Highland?  

A. Yes, I taught for fifteen 
years at Garden City 
Elementary School, and I was 
a student-teacher at 
Woodrow Wilson Middle 
School.   

Q. Do you have any pets? If so, 
what types of animals are 
they and what are their 
names     

A. Yes, a dog who is 12 years 
old and her name is Sammi.    

 

Q. What made you want to 
teach music to kids?  

A: I really loved music when 
I was a kid, so I thought it 
would be fun to teach other 
kids to love music too. 

Q. What instrument do you 
like to play the most?  

A. Right now, I mostly play 
the violin, but I also sing and 
play the piano. 

 

Q. What is the hardest piece 
of music you have ever 
played?  

A: Well, the hardest piece of 
music I have ever sang was 
a song called," Diamonds in 
the Sky”.  

Q. How hard is it to teach 
music and strings at 
Highland Park?  

A: Sometimes it’s really 
easy and sometimes it’s 
really hard. Since I love 
doing it, most of the time 
it’s really easy.   

Q. Who is your Favorite 
composer?  

A: Oh, that’s hard! I'm going 
to go with Thelonious 
Monk. He was a jazz piano 
composer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q. What is your favorite food? 

A.  I like sweets like cookies, cake, 
candy, and M&Ms. I also like 
seafood. 

Q. What did you want to be 
when you were a kid?  

 A.  I liked indoor stuff, so 
probably an author or TV actress.  

Q. Where are you from/where 
did you grow up?   

A. I grew up in Roanoke and I 
was even born in Community 
Hospital.  

Q. Have you ever met a famous 
person?  

A. Yes, Kurt Vonnegut and some 
bands.      

Q. What is your favorite book?  

A. I don’t really have a favorite, 
but when I was a kid, I liked 
books by Judy Blume and 
Stephen King. 

Q. What is your favorite thing 
about Highland Park?  

A. I like the students, co-workers, 
and the library.               

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Book Reviews  
By Lyla Matheny and Viana Garland  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Title: Wonder 
Author: R.J. Palacio 

 Wonder is a book 
about kindness and respecting 
other’s differences. The main 
character, Auggie, has a disability 
that makes him look different than 
his classmates. He goes to school 
and deals with struggles with 
some kids but makes friends with 
other ones. Through his experience 
we learn that how people look 
doesn’t matter as much as who 
they are. I enjoyed this book quite 
a lot! It’s a great book and I think 
you should read it. 

 

Teacher of the Year 
By Adelaide Coffman and Emmy Schweitzer  

 

 

 
 

Every year, all the staff at Highland Park get to 
nominate someone for teacher of the year and must include 
a reason. When the teacher of the year is nominated, there is 
a special teacher of the year dinner! The teacher nominated 
for this year is Ms. King! Ms. King is awesome and is an 
outstanding teacher! This is her 4th year of teaching. She 
also happens to be the head of the newspaper club. (No, it 
was not her decision to include the article). Ms. King is a 
kindergarten teacher. She has 22 students in her class this 
year! 

 

 

Title: Given Series   

Author: Natsuki Kizu 

Given is a Japanese manga 
series. It is a stunning book based 
off music. The characters are 
united by their love of music 
which always brings them back 
together. I absolutely love this 
series because it has amazing 
music and cute characters. It is a 
stellar book, and I hope you 
enjoy it!   

Word of the Month 
By Sam Chapman  

 
 
 

 

 

Limeade [lahym-eyd]  
(noun)  
 
A beverage consisting of lime juice, a 
sweetener, and plain or carbonated water.  
 
 

Fun facts about Ms. King:  

• Her favorite animal is a seal.  
• Her favorite food is tacos.  
• She has 4 sisters and is the 

second to youngest one. 
• Her favorite color is black or 

green.  
• Her hobbies are reading, 

hanging out with her sisters, 
and watching scary movies.  

• She went to Highland Park for 
kindergarten and now she 
teaches kindergarten here. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standardized Testing: Friend 
or Foe?  

By Marie Tulou and Kyelyn Danford  

Friend: Testing is important because it lets the teachers know your 
weaknesses and strengths. This is important because it helps the 
teacher with what you need to work on, and they can help you and 
teach you. Testing each year makes you a good test taker and gives 
a chance to show what you know. Students will not “get in trouble” 
if they do not meet standards or do not do well. There are also many 
chances to succeed on tests.  

Foe: Testing puts a lot of pressure on you to get good grades and do 
well. Kids get overstressed about things that you don’t need to get 
stressed about such as future opportunities for school. Getting a bad 
grade or performing poorly leaves students feeling disappointed. 
Also, SOLs are unbelievably long and take away learning time. It can 
be hard to think after a while because they are so long and difficult. 
Each test has the same questions so it might not be the right level 
for all students. It could be too easy or too hard. It only tests one 
way of thinking since they are all the same.  

 

Word Search 
By Annelise White and Free Harris  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Quote of the Month 
Chosen by Lyla Matheny  

 
“I can’t believe how lucky I am. It’s the happiest feeling in the 

world..” 
 - Ash from Banana Fish   

 

Can you find these words? 

 1. You wear ______ on St. Patrick’s Day.                     
2. If you find a ________ you’ll be very lucky.          
3. You can find a _______ at the end of a rainbow. 
4. A ______ has many colors (ROYGBIV).  
5.  __________ is a holiday in March.  
6. _______ are common plants in March. 

BONUS: How many times can you find the word 
“love”?  

Don’t Stress, Ace the Test! 
By Lyla Matheny, Berkley Taylor, and Adelaide Coffman   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testing can be difficult for many people. So, we are here to help 
you! Some of the many ways to make sure you have the best testing 
experience and do your best include:  

o Go to sleep earlier the night before.  
o Eat a good breakfast. 
o Prepare yourself with information about the test subject.  
o Listen to your teacher and follow directions regarding the test. 
o Take deep breaths to calm yourself, clear your mind, and relax.  
o Stay positive and think “I can do this!” 
o Take your time and read the question more than once. 
o Take a break when needed.  
o Remember that your best is enough.  

We hope these tricks work for you. Good luck on your testing! 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Comic Corner   
 

  

 

Talent Show 
By Kyelyn Danford, Addison Horne, and Marie Laconte 

 
   

 

 

 

 
 

In the talent show there were many acts that included dancing, 
singing, comedy, reciting poetry, art, and many more. The talent show 
took place at Patrick Henry High School on March 23 at 6:00. It was a 
great show with students in all grades performing. The talents were 
very cool and the students were brave for performing on such a big 
stage. Mrs. Dogan spends a lot of time preparing for the show with the 
help of many other teachers. These people help backstage and work 
the lights and sound. Thank you, teachers! 

 

     

      

Women’s History Month is all about women who have done amazing things 
in history. We celebrate women in different ways at Highland Park. For example, 
some teachers have their students do projects about inspiring women, and others 
read books to their students about or by women. They also listen to women 
musicians and sometimes speeches that women told. 

Some amazing women are Nellie Bly, Amanda Gorman, Kathryn Johnson, Sally 
Ride, and Malala Yousafzai. Nellie Bly was an American journalist. Amanda Gorman is 
a poet. Kathryn Johnson was a research mathematician (she worked at NASA). Sally 
Ride was a physicist and an astronaut. In fact, she was the first American female 
astronaut. Malala Yousafzai is a Pakistani activist. These are not the only women 
who have changed the world, there are so many more. 

Celebrating Women 
By Cora Hertz and Marie Tulou 

 
   

 

 

 


